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RESERVES (NATIONAL PARKS, CONSERVATION PARKS AND OTHER RESERVES) BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 20 October. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [3.01 pm]:  I am not the lead speaker on this Bill; the member for 
Merredin will handle it.  This is the third of the reserves, national parks and conservation parks Bills to be 
introduced into Parliament.  This Bill provides for reserves, national parks and conservation parks to be 
established in the south west.  One of the three reserves Bills has been discussed in the Legislative Council.  It is 
interesting to note the way members of Parliament have rewritten the history of forest management and, in 
particular, of national parks.   

This Bill creates 261 000 hectares of new national park, 55 743 hectares of new nature reserve, 2 609 hectares of 
new conservation park and 867 hectares of new Conservation and Land Management Act section 5(i)(h) reserve.  
As has been said before in this House, the coalition will not oppose these Bills.  We do not have the numbers in 
this place to stop its passage.  We do not object to the number of national parks, but we are very concerned about 
some of the areas that have been put into these national parks and the amount of resources that the Government 
has allocated to the management of them.   

When the Opposition raised the issue of the management plans for the proposed national parks and reserves 
regarding areas that are affected by dieback and the fire management plans, none of that information was made 
available in the first set of Bills.  The Bills were brought before this Parliament in an attempt to rush them 
through in the final days of a four-year session of Parliament to keep the Government’s promise to its green 
allies that it would create some national parks.   

I will go over some old ground.  It is well known that 12 new national parks were proposed in the Regional 
Forest Agreement, with additions to 24 existing national parks.  Of the proposed 30 national parks - maybe the 
minister can correct me about how many there are in her mind - a number of them are additions to already 
existing national parks.  The member for Merredin and I expressed our appreciation to the minister for providing 
some information on fire management and burning programs and about the disease Phytophthora cinnamomi.  
We accepted that information and expressed our appreciation.  I refer in particular to the information about 
phytophthora.   

Just the other day I was thinking about the names of the national parks.  Two of the national parks - Butler and 
Hilliger - were named after two foresters who were killed in a fire in Barlee Brook.  Their names and 
contributions to forest management have been acknowledged.  That is good and has been well received by their 
families.  The Butler National Park covered a block called Layman.  I thank the minister and CALM for 
providing information on Layman.  Layman was a pioneer in the Vasse area who arrived in Western Australia 
from Tasmania in 1829 on the Orelia.  He was killed at his farm by a native called Gaywal.  The tale has a gory 
ending, with the death of seven other natives killed when the killer was being hunted.  Layman obviously had 
quite a part to play in the history of Western Australia.  Maybe the Layman’s family name should be recorded.  
They are a well-known Western Australian family.   

The Opposition received information on phytophthora for Boorara, Hilliger and Butler blocks.  The Boorara 
block was in the first set of Bills.  The minister might be able to tell me whether the Butler block is in a national 
park.  The minister will recall that when we talked about the names, I mentioned that Butler block was outside 
the Butler National Park.  If that is the case and it is not in the national park, the information the minister 
provided for me was for a block of forest that was not in the national parks proposed under this legislation.  I will 
not make a big song and dance about that.  However, I reiterate the information that exists in this limited 
documentation we have been given.  We have been given information about the Boorara, Butler and Hilliger 
blocks, as opposed to the Boorara, Hilliger and Butler National Parks.  A number of blocks are contained within 
those national parks.  It is alarming that in 1989 up to 50 per cent of these blocks were infected by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi and also by armillaria. They are very serious diseases.  It is well known that phytophthora attacks 
Eucalyptus marginata - or jarrah - and that many trees die in those national parks.   

Again I reiterate that I do not expect the Government of the day, whoever it is, to go through all the current 
national parks and excise the diseased areas within those parks.  However, if we are to create new national parks 
and if scientists inform us that large areas of the national parks will die, the question must be posed: from a good 
government point of view, why are we putting large areas of forest into national parks if that forest will die?  At 
a time when the furniture industry, the Greens (WA) and a number of other people are concerned about the 
timber supply, why would we not earmark some area of those proposed national parks to be left in the cut?  
Members must bear in mind that those areas will die.  I am not suggesting that we leave out the whole of those 
national parks.  I am suggesting that the affected areas should be properly used.  That is a commonsense 
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approach.  It would mean an area of national parks of 261 000 hectares, or in an old cocky’s terms it would be 
nearly 600 000 acres.  The whole area of cleared land in the Manjimup shire is 110 000 hectares.  That is land all 
the way from Lake Muir to west Manjimup to west Northcliffe down Seven Day Road and through Pemberton.  
That is 110 000 hectares.  In one fell swoop, with this Bill, we are putting 260 000 hectares of forest into national 
parks.  Again I pose the question: is it necessary to have national parks of such scale when some of the areas 
could have been left out and used for a timber industry? 

There is no doubt that the timber industry has evolved.  It is interesting to consider some of the speeches made in 
the Legislative Council by Hon Christine Sharp, Hon Barry House, Hon Robyn McSweeney, Hon Peter Foss and 
others, about their view of how this national parks issue has evolved.  There is an old saying that the history of 
the world is written by the victors.  I have seen so many changes and rewriting of the history of forests and 
national parks in Western Australia, that I think a new book should be written.  It could be called the 
blancmange, because it is such a grab bag of truths and half-truths, that it is a disgrace to this State.  The timber 
industry of Western Australia goes back to Mrs Dance cutting down the tree.  I am sure members will remember 
when Perth was gazetted as the capital of Western Australia.  Jarrah, or Swan River mahogany, as it was then 
called, was used to pave the streets of London.  The railway lines of the world and the Australian 
transcontinental line used jarrah and karri sleepers.  The timber industry was the foundation industry of Western 
Australia.  The first Forests Act was passed in 1918.  Charles Lane-Poole was the first of a series of conservators 
of forests who actually conserved the forests against those terrible people called farmers.  Even today, the old 
foresters and the modern Department of Conservation and Land Management officers always talk about farmers 
with a certain irreverence.  In reality, the farmers have played their part in the development of Western Australia 
as well. 

We saw the development, in the 1980s, of forest management plans and timber strategies, and how the industry 
was to evolve on a scientific basis over the years.  The Burke Government was elected in 1983, promising to 
declare the Shannon National Park.  The Labor Party was moving away from its support base of blue-collar 
workers towards people in the western suburbs of the city, where it thought it would get votes.  That was good 
judgment, but whether it was a sound scientific decision for the benefit of the State of Western Australia is yet to 
be answered.  Then the current Premier, the member for Victoria Park, proposed that we stop logging altogether.  
As I said yesterday during the debate on transport policy with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the 
Labor Party had this road to Damascus revelation.  I do not know who fell off the horse, but it must have been 
quite a few of them.  Under Minister Hodge the State had a viable timber industry cutting 680 000 cubic metres 
of first and second-grade jarrah, and twice that much in third-grade and salvage timber.  There was also the 
development of the silicon plant, with the agreement signed by the then Premier Brian Burke and the then 
Minister for the Environment Bob Pearce committing 150 000 cubic metres of jarrah for charcoal to create 
silicon.  The Labor Party quite rightly built the chip-mill in 1975, when my predecessor, Hon Dave Evans, held 
the forests portfolio.  I remember a federal select committee headed by Hon Neville Bonner coming to Western 
Australia to take evidence on the construction of a chip-mill, and the construction of the railway line from 
Bunbury to the Diamond mill, from which 850 000 tonnes of woodchips were exported to Japan.  All this took 
place under the Labor Party.  At the time it was said that this was a victory for commonsense.  The Government 
of the day was using waste timber from the forest - the timber that was left on the floor of forest to be burnt.  
With the advent of the chip-mill that timber was being utilised, along with some of the karri residue from the 
Pemberton mill.  I remind members that 100 000 cubic metres a year of timber was cut at the Pemberton mill, 
but that figure is now down to between 45 000 and 50 000 cubic metres.  All that mill residue was used.  Again, 
it would appear to be a sound, environmentally useful project to utilise that forest waste.  Now it is a mortal sin. 
When people talk about the chip industry, they spit the words out - the terrible chip industry that generates all 
this paper that we use copious quantities of every day and waste by the truckload.  It seems that now this 
political party, the Labor Party, has had this revelation. 

These days people talk about the Regional Forest Agreement, which was, by the way, an initiative of the Hawke-
Keating Government.  The proposal that there be a Regional Forest Agreement to give security to the timber 
industry for the next 20 years came from the Labor Party.  It was carried on by the conservative parties, then 
demonised by the Labor Party when it saw that it could get Green votes that would win it an election.  That 
actually happened, but it is interesting to see how people change their views of the world in relation to the facts.  
The current Labor Government is saying that it is creating these new national parks.  The Government cannot 
have it both ways.  It cannot say that the Regional Forest Agreement was a conservative or coalition government 
initiative carried forward from the previous Government and blame that Government, and then claim credit for 
the very national parks that were nominated in that Regional Forest Agreement, and under the previous forest 
management plans in 1983, 1987 and 1993.  A lot of the national parks were proposed under those plans.  The 
current Government has taken it too far.  

I notice that there are only seven members in the House at the moment.  I am sure all the ministers are out there 
listening to every one of my words and taking them all to heart.  I will be honest with the Chamber; I am not 
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trying to rewrite history from my point of view.  I am telling it as it is, and as it has evolved over the years.  
Western Australia had a very viable timber industry, and the Gallop Labor Government has taken the pendulum 
too far the other way, to such an extent that the piece of the forestry pie left for production today is not producing 
the quality of timber needed for a viable timber industry in Western Australia.  My side of politics has also been 
at fault.  Adjacent to downtown Pemberton - my home town - are two of the most magnificent pieces of forest 
that will ever be seen - Big Brook and Treen Brook.  Big Brook Forest is adjacent to the Big Brook Dam, which 
is the town water supply, and Treen Brook is on the Vasse Highway towards Nannup.  They are magnificent 
forests.  They were severely burnt and clear-felled in 1930.  They are now the areas that I believe should be the 
national parks of tomorrow.  Instead, we have locked up old trees in old-growth forests more than 100 kilometres 
from civilisation, and timber is being cut on my back door.  Not even a kilometre from my house, the chainsaws 
are cutting in Diamond block.  It was the only block that was dry enough for timber cutting this year, because the 
mills ran short of logs.  They did not make a lot of noise about it, and nor did I.  

[Leave granted for the member’s time to be extended.] 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  We now have a situation in which timber cutting is getting very close to civilisation.  Some 
of the farmers have telephoned me and told me that they are sitting at their bedroom, lounge room or kitchen 
windows and they can see clear-felling for 260 degrees.  Clear-felling does still exist, as does gap creation in the 
jarrah forest.  In the karri forest clear-felling is still used despite all the noise the Government makes.  Old-
growth trees are still being cut there.  Why are trees being cut closer to civilisation?  The answer is that sooner or 
later a designated state forest will be cut.  I expect that some time in the future the Government will cut the 
timber on the boundary of my property.  It is not my timber; it belongs to the people of Western Australia.  
Provided that it is cut according to the regulations that are set down under the various forestry plans, I have no 
objection to that.  What is happening is that the forests set out in these Bills and hundreds of kilometres away are 
being left.   

I was telephoned the other day by John Meacham, who has written a book, I think called Finding Myself.  It 
outlines his philosophy on forests.  He was a forester from the late 1940s to the middle 1960s.  He spent about a 
decade in the Pemberton area.  He comes from a professional foresters’ background.  He is very critical of the 
current Government, particularly its silviculture and forest management practices.  He has asked me to raise 
these points.  I recommend his book to anybody, because it makes very good reading.  I do not know if he sent 
the minister a copy. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  What was his name?   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  John Meacham.  I am sure he would have sent copies to ministers.  He is a very professional 
elder forester who very much takes to heart the issues of forest management.  He stated in his book that 
management practices are regressive for the health of the forests; that in the end forests are like human beings - 
they grow old and they die.  Once a forest becomes senescent - in other words, once it has passed its prime and is 
into its old age - it puts carbon back into the environment rather than taking it out.  New forests sequester the 
carbon and are good for the environment.  People who go into that area, pick up a forester and get him to take 
them around will, I am sure, learn these things, which I believe are of fundamental importance.  They should be 
in the curriculum of our schools, as should salinity.   

John Meacham is devastated by the actions of the current Government and how it is managing forests.  He has 
asked me to raise this issue.  I said that I would raise it in this forum, certainly not to debate it at length, but to 
make sure that members know that John Meacham has written a book that is certainly worth reading.  He is 
obviously saying in that book that forests will regress and that we will lose the quality and diversity of forests.  
Such forests need a fire event to be reinvigorated.  That has occurred right back to the time of Flinders, when he 
was mapping the south coast of Western Australia and men on his ship saw a number of fires that were 
obviously being lit by Aboriginals.  When the Aboriginals died out in the south west corner of the State in the 
early days of settlement, the pastoralists came along and repeated that practice for different reasons.  Every time 
they took their cattle to the coast they set alight the land and then returned to it the next year.   

The change in fire practices is now quite evident.  The wattle and the understorey of the forest are very thick, 
which is why roads and tracks are needed.  Most of the people today who love the bush do not push their way 
through wet bush at this time of the year or at winter time, because unless they are wearing complete 
waterproofs, they will get wet.  Huge areas of forests are being reserved in the name of conservation.  
Professional foresters and people who have studied the forest ecosystem over many years are part of a strong 
school of thought that thinks that closing these forests in reserves will cause their destruction some time down 
the track.  Fire events will happen, as they have happened in the past.  For example, a fire in 1937 went from 
Donnelly River north west of Manjimup all the way to Denmark.  It burnt everything in its path.  Fires also 
occurred in 1951, and in 1961 in Dwellingup.  Royal commissions, House of Representatives inquiries, and 
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Western Australian Legislative Council inquiries have been held into bush fires.  Only the other day the Auditor 
General brought out a report on the preparedness of state government agencies for a fire event.   

A fire event will occur.  What are we doing?  We are closing up forest that is hundreds of kilometres from 
nowhere in the name of conservation.  We are leaving open to harvesting pieces of forest that are very close to 
towns and should be reserved.  The magnificent forest at Big Brook Dam will be cut.  It will not be cut right to 
the dam, of course, because there will be buffers in the form of roads, streams and so on.  However, two or three 
coupes were cut only last year.  They are just out of sight of the dam site, but clear felling can be seen from some 
of the farming properties.  It begs the question: am I advocating that those areas of state forest should become 
national parks?  The answer is yes, I think they should become national parks, but they should not take further 
forest out of production.  If we are to turn Big Brook and Treen Brook into a national park, we need to do so in 
consultation with the conservation movement, because Governments will obviously take notice of what it says, 
particularly when the Greens (WA) have the balance of power.  Is it not amazing how Governments take notice 
of minority parties when they hold the balance of power in the Parliament?  Consultation with those groups 
should take place at a round table - not the round table at Dardanup.  It should be a round table meeting that 
concedes that other pieces of forest that are proposed for reservation be put into the cut, so that those two places 
can be preserved close to Pemberton.  That would be commonsense, but it probably will not happen.  As I am 
here in this place representing those people, it is worth saying. 

The Bill before us covers a number of national parks, the majority of which are in the lower south west area.  
Denmark has the proposed Mt Lindesay National Park, which was previously proposed.  There is an addition to 
the Mt Frankland South National Park, which is between D’Entrecasteaux and Mt Frankland National Park itself 
and is a very large piece of forest.  There is the piece of forest known as Dalgarup, and I recall how that came 
about and the number of petitions that the minister received, and how the round table discussion did not work.  
There is then the Mt Frankland National Park made up of another 22 000 hectares.  There is also the Mt 
Frankland class A reserve, which is of concern.  There is the Whicher National Park next to Busselton, the Lake 
Muir National Park next to Lake Muir east of Manjimup and then a number of others, including the Greater 
Hawke National Park.  It is very hard to read the map, but there is a dam site on a brook that is not identified on 
the map.  I would have thought that if there were a dam site, it would mean that sooner or later some national 
park would be excised by way of a Bill if the area is to be used for a water supply.  That should have been 
indicated on the map, but it is not.   

There is also class A reserve 47890, Mt Roe, which is again another very large piece of forest of 127 000 
hectares.  There is also the Easter National Park in the shire of Nannup, which is next to the coal reserve.  There 
is then Bramley National Park, and a number of other parks that have been identified.  One which is of note is 
Hester National Park, which is very close to Bridgetown, and comprises 2 300 hectares.  There is the Tone-Perup 
nature reserve, the setting up of which is an excellent idea that has been around for a long time.  The 
Government has at least taken some time to mention a number of other national parks and the creation of water 
supplies.  They are mentioned in the clauses of the Bill.   

I will not be here for the consideration in detail stage of this Bill, which I am sure the minister will be pleased 
about.  However, I indicate that the Opposition will support the Bill.  Opposition members can count.  There are 
more Labor Party and Independent members who support these reservations than there are conservative 
members.  I am well and truly aware that the Labor Party and the Greens (WA) hold the balance of power in the 
Legislative Council, so these reserves will become a reality.  Once they do become a reality, it will be a great 
shame if large areas of these national parks die in 10 or 15 years.  These areas will be held in secure national 
park reserves.  It is very hard for an incumbent Government to reverse decisions or to excise areas from national 
parks.  That will not occur without very strong community support.    

From my point of view, the legislation is fundamentally flawed.  It has been brought into this House with undue 
haste.  It would not have mattered whether the Labor Party won or lost the next election or whether these 
national parks were created before the next election, because the next Government, of either persuasion, would 
have created these national parks anyway.  The proposal to create them has been around for a long time; they 
were due for gazettal in some way.  However, it seems that the Government has gone too far.  Not enough access 
is being provided to these national parks.  People will be denied their traditional use of the forests, such as the 
collection of firewood.  These national parks will turn many people into criminals.  That will be unintentional; a 
lot of their actions will be unintended.  There is no doubt in my mind that the practice of collecting firewood will 
continue.  It does not matter whether areas are designated for wood collection, because if someone sees a nice 
piece of straight-grained white jarrah near the side of the road, he will cut it.  If officers catch someone doing 
that, he will end up with a criminal record.  That is a great shame.   

The legislation is worthwhile.  However, far too great an area of diseased forest will be placed in these national 
parks.  The minister should reconsider that issue.   
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MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin) [3.32 pm]:  This is the third reserves Bill to be introduced into the House in the 
past few months.  This Bill will create 10 new national parks in south west forests, make an addition to the 
existing Mt Frankland National Park, and create a new nature reserve, two new conservation parks and a reserve 
on the Denmark River for the purposes of conservation, recreation, a future reservoir and water infrastructure.   

I thank the member for Warren-Blackwood for his contribution to the debate.  I do not think that anyone in this 
House would doubt the commitment of the member for Warren-Blackwood to his electorate or his in-depth 
knowledge of the forest industry as it was in the past and as it will be in the future.  It was very informative for 
me as someone who is not from the south west to listen to the issues raised by the member for Warren-
Blackwood.  It is important that all members hear his comments.  As members of Parliament we represent 
different areas of Western Australia.  It is very important when issues such as this arise that have particular 
consequences and effects for the areas that different members of Parliament represent that we listen to those 
members and take their concerns on board.   

It is simple to have an ideology and a plan, as the Labor Party obviously has for the creation of national parks.  
However, it is important that we recognise the comments of the member for Warren-Blackwood and the 
upheaval and concern that these changes to forest policy have caused his constituency.  I am aware that decisions 
that we make in this Parliament, especially in the environment portfolio, can have very real effects on people’s 
lives and communities and on how they will go forward in our economy.  That is one of the Opposition’s 
criticisms of the Government in this circumstance.   

The policy to end logging in old-growth forests was put to the electorate at the last election and gained support; 
it was one of the factors that led to the change in government in 2001.  As part of that policy on old-growth 
forests, it was very clear that structural reform would be carried out to assist affected communities.  I mention 
towns such as Pemberton, which is the member for Warren-Blackwood’s home town; Manjimup; and 
Northcliffe.  These communities have relied on the timber industry for many years.  Structural reform was 
mentioned.  Members of the conservation movement spoke about that issue and the need to assist these 
communities with restructuring.  It has always greatly concerned me when the throwaway line has been used that 
the Government has ended the logging of old-growth forests and the people who were employed in that industry 
will now be able to find new jobs in the tourism industry, because tourism will sprout up and take the place of 
the timber industry.  I am sure that everyone, in 2004, realises the great upheaval experienced by those 
communities when this policy was implemented.  The creation of a further 10 new national parks is the process 
that finalises the policy put forward by the Labor Government.  I would like members of the Gallop Labor 
Government to show a bit more concern about what has happened in those communities.  When a person’s way 
of life is changed, he is caused huge upheaval.  These communities have pictures of horses and foresters that 
were taken in the early days of the last century.  Some families have been involved in the forest industry for 
three generations.  It is important to put a human face to this major change in policy.  It is very important that the 
Government makes sure that it puts effort and energy into ensuring the restructuring of those communities and 
the work that the people in them do.   

Many examples have been given, mostly by the member for Warren-Blackwood, of people from his electorate 
and south west communities who have been disfranchised by these changes.  Those problems will not be fixed 
overnight.  It is a long process that will not be fixed in one or two terms of government.  The Government will 
have to closely monitor these upheavals over many years.  It must make sure that if it truly believes in the policy 
to end logging in old-growth forests, it must put just as much effort into and give the same amount of attention to 
the communities that have been affected.  We still need to make sure that these south west communities are 
restructured and are able to go forward by accessing new industries.  We need to make sure that plantation 
timber opportunities are made available to them.  They also need to harness whatever tourism dollars come into 
the region.  It is very important that that work is done. 

Tourism is mentioned all the time.  However, Tourism Western Australia still spends its limited budget on the 
Western Australian tourism icons of Broome and Margaret River.  South west communities could be helped by 
making sure that the limited tourism dollar is spent on advertising their region.  We need to get Western 
Australians to travel to towns such as Northcliffe, Manjimup and Pemberton.  That is one small step, along with 
the establishment of new agricultural industries and call centres in the south west.  We should not forget those 
people.  Now that the last of the proposals for these new national parks has come into the Parliament, we should 
not forget about the effect that they will have on those communities.  The restructuring of those communities 
will be very important.  That process cannot end once these Bills are passed.  When the coalition becomes the 
next Western Australian Government, I will take a very keen interest in those communities and their 
restructuring.  I have often talked to members of my community from the wheatbelt about restructuring.  At the 
moment, we are seeing a very real campaign against the live sheep export trade.  The people waging that 
campaign do not understand the ramifications that ending the live sheep export trade would have on my 
community.  Similar campaigns have been waged on the forestry industry, which have affected growers and 
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communities.  The member for Warren-Blackwood also tried to point out the effects of this policy on his 
community.   

As this debate progresses, I will certainly be doing everything in my power to point out the effect that policies 
such as this can have on small rural communities, and how throwaway lines about restructuring and assistance 
for changing to new methods of employment and so forth do not cut the mustard when a person happens to be 
one of the many who are affected by those changes.  As we are coming to end of the process of the creation of 
these new national parks, as committed to by the Gallop Labor Government, I put back onto the agenda that 
perhaps we can see some ongoing concerted efforts to make sure that those affected communities are allowed to 
grow and prosper.   

I will outline the new national parks that will be created under this legislation, because it is important that these 
are placed on the record.    

Clause 7 of the Bill, “Class A reserve No. 47891 in the shires of Denmark and Plantagenet”, creates a new 
national park provisionally named Mt Lindesay National Park, which is situated approximately 10 kilometres 
north of Denmark and comprises an area of 39 541 hectares.  Reserve No 47889 in the shires of Denmark and 
Manjimup provides for the creation of a new class A national park provisionally named Mt Frankland South 
National Park, which is approximately five kilometres west of Walpole and comprises an area of 42 283 
hectares.  Reserve No 47885 in the shires of Bridgetown-Greenbushes, Donnybrook-Balingup and Nannup 
provides for a class A national park provisionally named Dalgarup National Park, which is situated 
approximately 12 kilometres west of Bridgetown and comprises an area of 2 377 hectares.  Reserve No 47888 in 
the shire of Manjimup provides for a new class A national park provisionally named Mt Frankland North 
National Park, which is situated approximately 30 kilometres north of Walpole and comprises an area of around 
22 053 hectares.  In reserve No 408437 in the shire of Manjimup, Mt Frankland National Park was created in 
1998, which is situated approximately 18 kilometres north of Walpole and comprises an area of around 30 830 
hectares.  Reserve No 47887 in the shires of Busselton and Augusta-Margaret River provides for a new class A 
national park provisionally named Whicher National Park, which is situated approximately 18 kilometres south-
east of Busselton and comprises an area of 6 343 hectares.  Reserve No 47886 in the shires of Manjimup and 
Cranbrook provides for a new class A national park provisionally named Lake Muir National Park, which is 
situated approximately 20 kilometres west of Rocky Gully and comprises an area of around 9 625 hectares.  
Reserve No 47878 in the shires of Manjimup and Nannup provides for a new class A national park provisionally 
named Greater Hawke National Park, which is situated approximately 15 kilometres south of Pemberton and 
comprises an area of 4 004 hectares.  Reserve No 47890 in the shires of Denmark, Manjimup and Plantagenet 
provides for a new class A national park provisionally named Mt Roe National Park, which is situated 
approximately 25 kilometres north west of Denmark and comprises an area of 127 726 hectares.  Reserve No 
47877 in the shire of Nannup provides for a new class A national park provisionally named Easter National Park, 
which is situated approximately 16 kilometres south of Nannup and comprises an area of around 2 985 hectares.  
Reserve No 47956 in the shire of Augusta-Margaret River provides for a new class A national park provisionally 
named Bramley National Park, which is situated near the Margaret River town site and comprises an area of 
3 892 hectares. 

We then move onto the conservation parks.  Reserve No 47892 in the shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes provides 
for the creation of a new class A conservation park provisionally named Hester Conservation Park, which is 
situated approximately six kilometres north east of Bridgetown and comprises an area of 2 302 hectares.  
Reserve No 47893 in the shire of Donnybrook-Balingup provides for a new conservation park provisionally 
named the Kerr Conservation Park, which is approximately eight kilometres north-east of Balingup and 
comprises an area of 307 hectares.  In part 4 of the legislation, reserve No 47879 in the shires of Boyupbrook, 
Manjimup and Cranbrook provides for a new class A nature reserve for the purpose of conservation of flora and 
fauna.  It has been provisionally named the Tone-Perup Nature Reserve, which is situated approximately 35 
kilometres east of Manjimup and comprises an area of 55 935 hectares.  Lastly, reserve No 46405 in the shire of 
Denmark provides for the creation of a new Conservation and Land Management Act section (5)(1)(h) reserve 
for the purpose of conservation, recreation, future reservoir and water infrastructure.  It straddles a section of the 
Denmark River approximately 15 kilometres north west of Denmark and comprises an area of 876 hectares.   

We can see that large amounts of acreage have been put into conservation reserves.  Once again, the Opposition 
raises the point that the Government needs to do better than just nominate new national park and draw lines on 
maps.  It is very clear that the management of these new national parks now becomes a priority.  We have had 
long and extensive talks with the Executive Director of the Department of Conservation and Land Management 
as well as some of his staff about how the management of these new national parks will proceed.  All Western 
Australians in this State would expect the Government to not only put in place these new national parks as 
promised under its election commitments in the 2001 election, but also make the management of these parks a 
priority.   
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During the debate on legislation that has previously come before us, both the member for Warren-Blackwood 
and I have raised our concerns about jarrah dieback and the effects that that can have on our national parks in the 
south west.  We have raised concerns about fire management, and we have seen the maps that have been put 
forward of the areas that have undergone controlled burning and the areas that are designated for future 
controlled burning.  Those issues will become critical.  We have raised issues about the control of wild and 
noxious weeds, as they are quite prolific in some of these areas, and also the issue about wild animals, especially 
wild pigs, and the effect that they can have on the native vegetation and some of the predators that exist in those 
areas.   

This legislation is creating a huge management job for CALM.  The minister has talked about extra resources 
that have gone into CALM to make sure that this management is undertaken.  No matter who wins the next 
election, it will be critical that major efforts are undertaken to make sure that those areas that are locked up do 
not just become that.  They cannot be just locked up and not looked at; they need to be proactively managed.  
Those issues need to be developed.  We need to see management plan for the phytophthora disease and for fire 
management.  We need to see plans of the effort that will be undertaken to control wild weeds and wild animals.  
Only then can the public of Western Australia, who called on the Gallop Labor Government to put in place these 
30 new national parks and the policy to protect our old-growth forests, be guaranteed that they have got what 
they asked for when they voted at the last election.   

I will refer back to the new Tone-Perup Nature Reserve.  Quite an interesting consultation process took place 
with regard to the creation of that nature reserve.  In an effort to protect the flora and fauna in that area it was 
decided to make it a class A nature reserve rather than a national park.  That is a good sign that the consultation 
process on this legislation was quite extensive.  It is heartening that there was consultation on some of these 
decisions.  Hopefully that will provide a good result for the conservation of the flora and fauna in that area.   

I do not want to go back over old ground in this debate today.  We have dealt in fairly close succession with the 
first two pieces of legislation for the creation of the 30 new national parks that the Government promised to 
create.  This is the last piece of legislation that this House will have before it during the term of this Government 
to enable the Government to meet that election commitment.  However, I want to take the opportunity today of 
outlining some of the issues that were raised in the Auditor General’s performance examination titled 
“Responding to Major Bushfires”, which was tabled in this House recently.  It is important that we investigate 
some of these issues and ensure that the Government takes note of and acts upon the recommendations of the 
Auditor General.  I am sure every member of this House would agree that wildfires can be absolutely 
devastating.  We all remember the recent bushfires in the eastern States, particularly in Canberra, which totally 
decimated whole suburbs.  I know people who were affected by those major bushfires.  The way in which the 
Government and government agencies respond to and manage bushfires is critical.  We need to be proactive and 
get it right before the event.  We should not wait until after the event and then have to do a report on it to find out 
where we went wrong.  It was heartening to hear the Minister for the Environment talk about the Government’s 
unwavering commitment to ensure that controlled burns are undertaken.  We will be closely examining the 
decisions of the Department of Conservation and Land Management, and obviously also of the minister, to 
ensure that that work continues to be undertaken.   

I live in the wheatbelt.  The wheatbelt experiences some pretty ferocious fires that can sometimes get out of 
hand.  However, I am sure that is nothing compared with what can happen in the thick forests in the south west 
of the State.  When we see the devastation that the combination of hot temperatures and high winds can cause in 
the stubble fires in the wheatbelt, we can imagine that it must be very scary and dangerous indeed when wildfires 
get out of hand in national parks and state forest.  That is why it is so important that the Government adopts the 
recommendations in the Auditor General’s report. 

It is important to put on record some of the matters that are raised in the report.  The report states at page 7 -  

This examination focused on how well prepared the State is to deal with major bushfires in the south 
west land division of Western Australia (from Kalbarri to Esperance, which includes the 93 local 
government areas) . . .  

The report states also at page 7 -  

Changes in land use have increased the threats posed by major bushfires.  Urban sprawl has blurred the 
previously clear distinction between urban and rural land.  Housing estates now extend into bushfire 
prone areas putting life and property at greater risk. 

That is particularly the case on the outskirts of the metropolitan area.  Brookton Highway is a good example.  I 
have noticed when I have travelled on that highway that houses are nestled virtually in the forest.  The branches 
of the trees actually overhang the houses.  That is certainly something that we do not do in the wheatbelt.  We 
make sure that we have good firebreaks between our houses and sheds and the native vegetation.  However, 
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housing developments are increasingly beginning to creep into the forest areas.  I agree with the comment in the 
report that those changes in land use create greater risks in our management of bushfires.   

The report states also -  

Urban sprawl has also changed the types of fires that fire fighters and fire fighting organisations are 
having to deal with.   

The main aim of fire management is to protect life and property.  However, as life and property sprawl out 
further into areas of forest, obviously that creates new challenges.   

The report also states -  

Higher fuel levels have also contributed to an increased level of risk.  CALM reports that approximately 
one third of CALM land in the south west has been accumulating fuel for over 10 years.  This level of 
fuel build-up makes bushfires extremely difficult to control.   

The minister has talked about the comprehensive fire management strategy that CALM has in place.  The 
Executive Director of the Department of Conservation and Land Management actually took the time to provide 
us with very large maps of the state forest and national parks in Western Australia, and he laid over those maps 
other maps that showed the areas that have been burnt in the past few years, and the plans for the future.  
However, even with those plans that are in place, over one-third of CALM land in the south west has been 
accumulating fuel for over 10 years.  As the member for Warren-Blackwood pointed out, many of these areas are 
a long way from communities and towns.  That obviously also makes them a long way from fire management 
infrastructure.  That certainly exacerbates the problem.  The fact that there are high fuel levels across a very large 
area of CALM-managed land means that the Government must make a concerted effort to ensure that the 
number of controlled burns is increased so that the fuel load can be managed properly.   

The report makes the point also that many organisations share the authority for fighting major bushfires.  
Obviously CALM takes the lead role in this matter, particularly on CALM-controlled land.  Many volunteers 
also provide the time and effort to get involved in bushfire management.  Local government authorities also play 
a role.  The report talks about the need for better coordination between those three levels.  It talks also about the 
need to establish a command structure across organisations.   This is particularly necessary during major 
bushfires.  The report states that under the current arrangements, in the event of a major bushfire there is no 
command structure to ensure that if a fire develops beyond the expertise of local personnel, a more experienced 
person will take control, and there is no single body that has the legislative authority to prioritise how resources 
are used at a local, regional or state level during multiple bushfires.  That is a real concern, because the very 
nature of wildfires is that events can change very quickly.  What originally a small volunteer brigade may think 
it has under control may, with a change of wind and an increase in temperature, very soon get out of control.  It 
is very important that the command structures are in place and there is coordination between the different 
agencies and volunteers to ensure that important decisions can be made.   

The Auditor General said also that the State’s bushfire emergency management plan needs to be improved.  The 
report states at page 9 -  

Westplan Wildfire (the Plan) was developed by FESA and CALM to provide a framework for a 
coordinated multi-organisation response to major bushfires.  

Obviously that plan needs to be looked at to ensure that it reflects the different issues that arise.  The Auditor 
General also refers to the need for better preparation.  The report states at page 9 - 

The Australian Inter-Service Incident Management System needs to be uniformly established.   

I am sure that issues like this will be taken on board.   

I turn now to an issue I want to focus on - that is, training and development, which must be addressed.  We rely 
heavily on volunteers.  As I have previously said, it is important that urban expansion and land use changes are 
reflected in the training of our volunteers and that they are taught the necessary skills.  We rely on them when 
wildfires become out of control.  It is important for all Western Australians that volunteers have the necessary 
skills.  The Auditor General’s report states -  

Many volunteers have built up skills and competencies through the experience of attending bushfires, 
and are effective in combating most fires.  However, most bushfires do not escalate to become major 
bushfires, and few volunteers have had sufficient exposure to major bushfires to provide them with the 
level of experience needed.  For all fire fighters, experience must be supplemented by training.  Among 
volunteers, there are significant barriers to the take-up of training, which relate to time and financial 
loss, as well as the divergent views about the perceived need for training.   
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The Auditor General touches on an important point.  In the past couple of months, I have had meetings with the 
Fire and Emergency Services Authority because it was looking to change the boundaries and to bring some of 
the people in the north of my electorate, who are currently within FESA’s Geraldton boundary, under the control 
of the Northam office.  The volunteers in the Geraldton boundary pointed out an important fact when they said 
that they train to fight stubble fires and agricultural fires.  They said that they were not trained to fight the forest 
fires that may occur in the Northam jurisdiction.  I have had first-hand experience of what the Auditor General 
pointed out in his report.  Voluntary bushfire brigades were concerned that should the boundary change, they 
would be called on to fight bushfires fought by the Northam office.  They were concerned that they did not have 
the training that would enable them to manage forest-type fires in the same way that they had been trained to 
manage stubble fires and fires that require a lesser load.  Obviously the volunteers put together equipment that 
they believe will respond to the issues that arise.  It is very important that, as land use changes and as urban 
encroachment creates different fire-management issues, the volunteers are given the proper training and that the 
resources are put in to provide that necessary training so that they can respond to the bushfires that they attend.   

Another point raised by the Auditor General is that there is a weakness in planning and communications.  The 
Auditor General refers to the fact that the ability of CALM, the volunteers and other emergency teams that 
respond to bushfires to communicate with one another is sometimes compromised because mobile telephones 
might not be in range.  He stated that radio communications are a challenge.  As I said, those issues may not be 
such a problem for small fires.  However, when fires are out of control, those communications links are 
important.  I call on the minister to ensure that those communications changes are made to ensure 
communication between the different agencies and volunteers as they respond to fires.   

Another shortfall is in the area of appliances and in the need to be able to quickly access heavier equipment for 
firebreaks.  The Auditor General has identified shortfalls in the appliances.  He refers to the fact that CALM has 
placed extra heavy machinery operators under contract.  Given that we are approaching the bushfire season - the 
weather bureau is quite good at predicting peak danger times - communication between heavy machinery 
operators and those with management responsibility at CALM will be very important so that they know exactly 
where the heavy equipment is.  As everybody knows, heavy equipment operators travel far and wide to access 
the different jobs that returns them an income.  If CALM is relying on that heavy equipment being available, it 
must be available and within easy access.  I commend to everyone involved the Auditor General’s report 
“Responding to Major Bushfires”.  It is important that voluntary groups make sure that they are fully aware of 
the issues raised by the Auditor General.  It is important that CALM focuses on them.  The director general has 
said that his body has taken those issues on board.  The Government of the day must ensure that it puts in place 
the necessary resources so that CALM, the volunteers and the different agencies responsible are well and truly 
resourced so that Western Australia does not experience some of the out-of-control wildfires that we have seen 
on the news devastating other States.   

In my contribution I wanted to speak about fire management because we have put it on the agenda with regards 
to the creation of the new national parks.  All Western Australians are concerned about this issue.  With the 
creation of 30 new national parks, it is incumbent on the Government to make sure that management plans are 
put in place to ensure that all Western Australians enjoy their national parks, which is what they would expect.  
We have talked about the accessibility of the national parks and making sure that money is spent on putting 
facilities in place so that all Western Australians can enjoy them.  The minister has committed to the extra 
resources to make that happen.  We will certainly be keeping a close eye on that.   

In closing my contribution to this debate, I say once again that it is one thing to create new national parks, but 
the proof of the Government’s commitment to Western Australia’s natural environment will be tested when we 
see how the national parks are managed.  It is important for future generations of Western Australians that the 
management of these new areas is made a priority and that the resources are made available to ensure that that 
management takes place.  Then, and only then, will the Government be able to say that these areas have been 
protected for future generations of Western Australians.   

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [4.09 pm]:  The Bill is a good one and a move in the right direction.  
However, I remind the minister that in setting up these national parks, she and her advisers must remember that 
national parks belong to the Western Australian community and to interstate and overseas visitors.  They should 
have entries and trails.  People must be able to absorb the beauties of these national parks.  That is why they 
must be controlled and managed.  We must look at the big picture and consider why we are putting aside these 
national parks.  Why are they there?  Why are they being protected?  Are they heritage items?  Are they pretty 
magnificent?  If they are that good, they should be open to the public.  A lot of our national parks, particularly 
the new ones, have not been mapped and no promotional information leaflets on them are available.  They are 
there, but they are not being promoted.  National parks in Queensland are an important part of that State’s 
tourism.  About nine weeks ago I was in Queensland and I visited eight national parks in one hit.  I was amazed 
at how Queensland promotes its national parks and how the trails blended into the terrain.  The trails were made 
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of bitumen, sand, woodchips, dirt or logs.  The variety kept the interest of the visitor.  All the various curios of 
plants and trees were well marked so that tourists could be educated by what they saw.  All the old national parks 
in Western Australia seem to have started in that vein.  When people visit the national parks with their 
grandchildren, they feel as though it is there just for them.  However none of the new national parks endeavour 
to educate people and attract tourists to them.  That is why I say that the community must have more control over 
the use of national parks and why they must be better managed in the future.   

Dwellingup started to come of age as a tourism destination in 1994.  It was put on the map because of the North 
Dandalup Dam.  People travel there by bus from Perth.  They are driven up the Scarp Road and stop at the dam, 
which has an absolutely beautiful view of the hills, the ocean and the wide forests.  The tourists then travel to 
Dwellingup, which has a tremendous amount to offer.  However, the visit to the dam is an extra attraction that 
draws people to Dwellingup.  The Court Government introduced the fine woods project that provides people 
with a wonderful education on timber.  People get a diploma of woodwork there.  It is worth a visit.  Dwellingup 
has a fire museum also.  The previous speaker talked about the fire tragedies that occurred in the eastern States.  
The member might have forgotten about the fire that ravaged Dwellingup.  The Dwellingup museum is there 
also.  People can look at the broken down timber mills and they can walk through forest trails.  Suddenly the 
North Dandalup Dam provided an attraction for bus groups to visit before visiting Dwellingup and the heritage 
area of Pinjarra.  The dam is attracting tourism.  Previously there was nowhere to stay in Dwellingup; it had only 
one hotel.  However, over the past 12 years a number of small bed and breakfast operations have been set up.  
The former Government, through the vision of the Department of Conservation and Land Management, set up 
the first caravan park on CALM land there.  It took the Government about 18 months to convince CALM to take 
the plunge.  However, it knew our idea was good.  I can see one or two of the important players of that time in 
the Speaker’s gallery today.  Their cooperation and vision set the standard.  At that time it was impossible to 
locate a caravan park - particularly a private caravan park - on CALM land.  However, we changed that.  Having 
changed that, the community said that that land had the best orchids they had seen and that if a caravan park 
were located there, it would desecrate the orchids.  However, people from CALM informed them that just 50 
metres down the road was an even better patch of orchids.  This debate was argued for three years until the 
caravan park was built.  It is now a very important place for tourists as a one or two-day stopover destination.  It 
is helping put Dwellingup on the map.  That is an area in which restrictions were in place but they were beaten 
using commonsense.   

Many people in Dawesville who own five or 10-acre lots keep horses.  They buy the big lots to enjoy what 
nature has to offer.  They raise poultry and a few other animals.  However, they mainly have horses.  A riding 
club was created that had 60 members.  One of its main attractions was to ride the horses on the old pioneer 
routes through the Yalgorup National Park, down the back of Island Point and across Pinjarra at low tide.  That 
is where the McLardys and a few stud breeders from Pinjarra used to fatten up the cattle after bringing them 
down from the north west.  At a certain stage of the year, the cattle would be driven across a particular shallow 
spot on the estuary at the end of Island Point and they would be herded into Dawesville.  McLardy’s duck pond 
and many named heritage homes of the Peel region are in Dawesville.  The horse trail had existed for some time 
and the former Government asked CALM to resurrect it.  It was argued that the horse riding club would observe 
the rules that apply to the national park and that it would be great for the club.  Horse riding is a sport and 
recreation activity and it was argued that it would liven up the park, which nobody else was using.  After two 
years CALM agreed to do it.  I admit that horse droppings can affect the fauna.  However, CALM overlooked 
that and the horse riding trail was a tremendous success for as many as five years.  The Yalgorup riding school 
was a sensation.   

I rode with members of the riding club one night.  We left at 4.00 pm and rode in the water, which lapped at our 
feet while the sun set and then we slept under the stars.  I felt like a cowboy.  I felt like Gene Autry.  I will never 
do it again because I could not sit down for a week afterwards.  However, I learnt something about life.  
Everyone has their own comfort zone.  Mine is 78 feet by 36 feet - that is, a tennis court.  Put me in that zone and 
I cannot be beaten.  However, put me on a horse to ride under the stars without knowing where I am going and 
hoping like heck that the horse knows its track is a different environment.  It is comfortable for some but not for 
me.  Upon reflection I am glad I did it.  I must remember to put that in my valedictory speech in a few weeks.  
One of the many advantages of being a member of Parliament is the enormous amount of knowledge one 
acquires.  That track was established by CALM and it turned out to be a winner.   

However, as with many organisations, the club flourished on the personality and enthusiasm of its leaders.  
When a couple of leaders decided they were too old to continue running the club or left the area, the club 
diminished.  It is no longer there.  I venture to say that anybody who is keen to re-establish the horse riding club 
will have some difficulty, even though it was established in 1994.  That is because some people feel they have 
ownership of the national parks and believe that only they are right and cannot acknowledge that the rest of the 
community should have the opportunity to use national parks.   
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I would like to see the Lane-Poole National Park promoted better.  For members who do not know - I will leave 
it to the member for Murray-Wellington to talk about it in a moment - the Lane-Poole National Park brings more 
visitors to Dwellingup than any other tourism venture in the Peel region.  It does it on its reputation and beauty 
and because it is fun.  It does not do it by being promoted by this Government, CALM or other environmental 
organisations.  More leaflets should be made to promote it in all the major tourism attractions.  It attracts people 
but it and can be made even better.   

My hobbyhorse over the past three months has been the development of Yalgorup National Park.  I mentioned 
the riding path that should be redeveloped.  I have a shack and seven acres overlooking the water at Dawesville.  
I used to cross the road and jog around the national park on the firebreaks.  I hope the previous speaker is 
listening.  Firebreaks are there, but they are not being looked after as they should be.  Early in the morning 
kangaroos would jump everywhere and there would be emus and rabbits.  The wildlife was stunning during the 
early hours of the morning.  Joggers who plan to jog four or five kilometres end up jogging for 15 kilometres 
because they are absorbed in the natural beauty of the place, which helps keep them fit.  I became aware of the 
Yalgorup National Park in 1992 and explored its outskirts and firebreaks.  It would be good if people had the 
opportunity to go into that national park where the tuart forests and bird life are and where the light for 
photography is scintillating.  If a pathway were developed through the national park to the Indian Ocean, it 
would create an adventure for people.  They could walk through the bush and take in the natural beauty of the 
area and then they could walk across sand dunes to the Indian Ocean, which is ours and ours only.  We would be 
on a sand dune that takes in a view as far as we could see north and south, and that view belongs to us.  It 
symbolises the freedom of Australia.  That is why the words “young and free” are part of our national anthem 
and why daring adventures are still within reach of Australians.  National parks are gazetted to remind us that 
freedom lies within them.  However, they remain untouched for too long - often for at least a decade - until 
someone decides to do something about them and allow the community to share their beauty.  

In a speech I made about a month ago, I spoke about Yalgorup National Park, and I have written letters about it 
to the minister, who has responded.  Promotional leaflets will be distributed to promote Yalgorup National Park 
and a couple of walk trails will be developed.  The most significant trail to be developed is that which we 
suggested.  It will start at the stromatolites, which have a beauty of their own, particularly in the eyes of Japanese 
people, who like looking at rocks.  It will continue through the tuart forest where kangaroos can be seen jumping 
past.  The difference between the trails in Western Australia and those in Queensland are the halfway marks on 
the Queensland trails.  In a typical 24 kilometre walk, a halfway sign is situated at 12 kilometres.  That is very 
important to elderly people who are on those trails.  They might feel that they cannot go any further when the 
destination is only around the corner.  It is important that the trails be marked.  That is not done in this State.   

I digressed slightly.  The trail ends facing the ocean.  That particular track will beat any other trail on offer in 
Western Australia.  At certain times of the year, our national parks have the best wildflowers in the world, yet 
some of the best wildflower locations are secluded, unsigned and difficult to get to.  The Fitzgerald National 
Park, which I have visited frequently, is yet to be opened up.  Its expanse is enormous, but not enough tracks 
have been developed or promotional leaflets distributed so that people can learn about the joy that park offers.  

Not only our community should be able to enjoy our national parks but also people from interstate and overseas.  
Tourism is a big part of our life.  We have something special in our national parks that cannot be found 
anywhere else in the world.  They provide a sense of openness and freedom but people must know where to go.  
In light of this new Bill, the minister should endeavour to ensure that the new national parks in particular are not 
left to lie dormant; they should be developed to provide the joy that the community deserves from them. 
MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [4.22 pm]:  I have some concerns with this Bill.  Unlike the 
Premier who stands up week after week and tells us what good work he has done by stopping logging in old-
growth forests, I have concern for the timber workers who have been thrown on the scrap heap.  The different 
approach to old-growth forests in Tasmania by the Prime Minister is obvious.  He won huge electoral support 
because he undertook to manage them differently.  I have also been concerned over the past 10 year or so about 
people in our metropolitan area who consider themselves to be instant experts in forest management.  I would 
not mind if they knew what they were talking about.  They are all happy to sit on their jarrah furniture, have their 
roofs built with jarrah, enjoy jarrah structures throughout their houses and to clear land on which to build their 
houses.  However, as soon as some emotion is stirred up about old-growth forests, they all say the forests must 
be left alone.  Those people are comfortable in their employment while they are seeking to lock up our national 
parks.  

As a member of Parliament, I have noticed over the past 20 years that we are gazetting more and more land as 
national parks but providing fewer and fewer resources for the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management to manage them.  That is a problem.  I feel sorry for the chief executive of CALM.  
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Dr J.M. Edwards:  This year CALM’s budget received the largest injection of funding it has ever received in its 
whole history.  
Mr J.L. BRADSHAW:  That is fantastic if that is the case but it does not receive enough resources to allow the 
parks to be managed in the way they should be managed.  As the member for Dawesville suggested a few 
minutes ago, thousands of people camp in the Lane-Poole Reserve on long weekends.  At least its management 
has improved dramatically over the past few years.  A guardhouse has been established through which people 
must enter and that has eliminated some of the unruly elements.  Showers are not provided; there are a couple of 
toilets but very little else in the way of resources for campers.  If campers want to bathe, they have to jump in the 
river.  A review is being undertaken of the management of that area, which is a good thing but the process must 
be expedited so that the necessary resources can be provided.  
CALM does not have a process for controlling wild blackberry bushes, but farmers who have blackberry bushes 
growing on their properties are under pressure to control them.  Smart farmers control them anyway.  However, 
no pressure is put on CALM to manage the problem of spreading blackberry bushes.  Blackberry bushes grow in 
huge areas in many places and impact on adjoining private properties.  In some cases, the Government is 
displaying double standards.  The other night when I was watching television about the route for the Perth to 
Mandurah railway link, reference was made to either a proposed station or a car park where rare plants are 
growing that will be destroyed.  I challenge anyone who has rare plants growing on their private property to try 
to uproot them.  I remember the poor bloke in, I think, Northampton who was under considerable pressure for 
many years because he apparently had a rare plant growing on his property. 
Mr J.P.D. Edwards:  It was the Chapman Valley.   
Mr J.L. BRADSHAW:  I knew it was in that area.  He went through hell because he supposedly had a rare plant 
growing on his land.  I cannot remember what happened in the end, but he had many years of problems because 
of it.  The Government has no problems about a rare plant being uprooted because of the rail link but a 
landowner cannot clear land.  A chap told me the other day about some land he had bought a few months ago 
between Harvey and Benger.  He applied to CALM to have some regrowth cleared that he had decided was 
unsightly.  The Department of Agriculture said there was probably no problem with clearing it.  However, the 
system changed during the application process, to one in which the Department of Environment must give 
approval, and it rejected his application even though the regrowth is ordinary, scrubby regenerated stuff.  He said 
that the land was worth about $120 000 to him.  If the Department of Environment will not allow him to clear it, 
it should buy the land from him so that he can buy a block next door of about the same size.  He would be happy 
to do that, but the system does not allow that.  
While I am on the subject of double standards, for 20-odd years the Shire of Murray has been seeking approval 
to mine gravel, which is a big issue for the shire.  It has not applied in the past few years because I think it has 
given up.  Will CALM let the shire touch its gravel?  Not on your nelly!  The fact that it costs tens of thousands 
of dollars more for an alternative road base is irrelevant to CALM.  It continues to refuse the shire access and 
over the past few years every minister responsible for that portfolio has stuck by CALM’s policy.  I have not 
written to the minister because I gave up many years ago.  The gravel is close and cheap to access but we are not 
allowed to touch it.   

A double standard is also reflected in a situation concerning the gas pipeline and the Department of 
Environment, which refused to allow the pipeline to be built through some wetlands.  A person who saw me 
yesterday said that the Department of Environment wants to build the pipeline through the middle of his 
property.  That person has photographed the so-called wetlands, the route through which the pipeline was 
initially supposed to run, and he could not see any wetlands there.  I have not seen the area.  The pipeline could 
be built along one of CALM’s firebreaks, but CALM would not allow it to be built on CALM land; it will have 
to be built on private property. These double standards keep popping up.  The logical place to put it, in my 
opinion, would be in the firebreak, where land is not used, and is cleared all the time.  There would be easy 
access to that part.  I do not agree that it should go down the original route anyway, but that is another story.  We 
are not talking about that today; we are talking about national parks.  

I come back to the management of national parks.  A lot more resources need to go into national parks to make 
sure they are managed properly and opened up for people to go and have a look.  I wonder, as we get more and 
more of these national parks, whether they will be shut up so people cannot get into them, because there are not 
the resources to manage them properly in that sense.  A few years ago there were problems with the tuart trees 
along the Old Coast Road in the Yalgorup National Park.  They looked pretty bad at that stage, but I was 
pleasantly surprised when driving down that way recently to see that those trees seem to be coming good.  That 
is my observation, made driving down the road, without actually stopping and really studying them.  
Unfortunately, some of the branches at the top of the trees are dead and are sticking out like sore thumbs.  I 
know an investigation has been set up about those tuart trees, because what was happening to them looked pretty 
bad, and there are all sorts of theories about the cause. 
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Mr A.D. Marshall:  It was a bug.  

Mr J.L. BRADSHAW:  Yes, but why did the bug come out in greater numbers?  It had always been there, but 
suddenly they found it in greater numbers and it was ripping into the branches of the trees and killing them off, 
basically.  There is some reason that nature had got out of kilter somewhere along the line and the bugs took 
over.   

I do not necessarily believe that we should be locking up more forests into national parks.  It is about time people 
gave more recognition to the workers who have been thrown on the scrap heap; there will probably be more of 
them in due course.  I believe that our forests regenerate.  If a tree is chopped down, another one will grow.  It 
was an insult to the forest managers that the management of the forests was taken out of their hands by these 
instant experts.  We have gone the wrong way with that.  When my party was in government, it brought out the 
Regional Forest Agreement, and then overturned it a few months later because of the pressure.  I did not agree 
with changing that agreement.  This State has gone in the wrong direction.  People say that the workers should 
go into tourism.  For a start, tourism will not grow that much just because forests are locked up.  Secondly, some 
of the timber workers are not really capable of switching over from being timber workers to being tour guides or 
hotel staff.  I think we have gone in the wrong direction. 

DR J.M. EDWARDS (Maylands - Minister for the Environment) [4.33 pm]:  I thank all members who have 
spoken on this Bill this afternoon for their support.  I will address some of the comments they made, and then 
make a few other remarks. 

The member for Warren-Blackwood raised a number of points.  In particular I was interested in the history he 
gave about why Layman Road is so named.  I thought that was quite fascinating..  He also raised some concerns 
about the maps he had been given showing dieback areas.  In particular he asked about Butler, Boorara and 
Hilliger blocks.  I have been informed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management that the 
dieback maps of those blocks are wholly or partially contained in national parks of the same names.  He was 
concerned that Butler block was totally outside; it is not.  There is overlap, so it is valid to give him that 
information, which we have done for those three areas.  He also raised some other concerns about old-growth 
forest, but I need to remind him that national parks are being created in this instance to protect not only old-
growth forests but also a range of other biodiversity values.  He also raised some concerns about the scale, but as 
I commented when we discussed the previous Bills, there was a long consultation period.  There was a two-
month consultation period for each of the parks.  In addition, there has been a consultation period through the 
forest management plan, as a result of which boundaries were amended and changes were made with an eye to 
sustainable yield.   

The member for Warren-Blackwood also asked for clarification about 30 new national parks, compared with the 
policy, so I will walk members through that because it is an important question.  In the policy put forward by the 
Labor Party, names were given to 30 new national parks that would be created.  As the member for Warren-
Blackwood pointed out, and that policy statement indicated, 12 of those national parks had been proposed in the 
Regional Forest Agreement.  The first Bill created 10 national parks, the second Bill nine national parks, and the 
third Bill nine national parks, as named in the policy.  That gives a total of 28 new national parks.  The third Bill 
also created the Tone-Perup Nature Reserve, which is a higher category of classification than a national park, 
which takes the number up to 29.  The reason that area has been proposed as a nature reserve, although our 
policy said it should be a national park, is that during a consultation process we were reminded that it was 
initially put forward some years ago as a nature reserve.  Indeed, the Conservation Commission subsequently 
recommended that, rather then being a national park, it should be a nature reserve.  We have also added, in the 
third Bill, the Dalgarup National Park, which takes the number of new national parks to 30.  Dalgarup came 
about as a result of consultation and an assessment of high conservation values, as promised as part of our 
policy.  One area in which the list differs from the policy is a reference to Hawke and Greater Hawke.  In the 
policy that we proposed before the election, we promised two new national parks - Hawke and Greater Hawke.  
In this Bill, members will see that the proposed Hawke National Park has been incorporated into the Greater 
Hawke National Park.  It seemed a bit silly to have the two national parks separate, so they have become one.  
That is the one difference from the policy as written.  

All members made comments about fire and prescribed burning.  It is important to point out that the creation of 
the national parks does not affect the prescribed burning process.  The areas of state forest that were managed, 
and where prescribed burning occurs, will continue to have prescribed burning carried out in them, and with the 
creation of the national parks prescribed burning and fire management continues to be very important, 
particularly as we receive advice that the climate is drying.  
Both the members for Merredin and Murray-Wellington spoke about people affected by the old-growth forest 
policy.  The Government is very aware that people would be, and have been affected by this policy.  I think the 
member for Merredin use the word “upheaval”.  Yes, to some extent there was upheaval, and the Government 
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was very mindful that individual people with families would be affected.  For that reason, our policy spelt out 
that, while we were protecting old-growth forests, we would also have a package directed specifically to the 
people who are affected.  We now know that, rather than the 1 000 people we thought would be affected, about 
680 people have been affected.  I receive a regular report on the progress of these people.  The last report I 
received, which was about a fortnight ago, showed that around 40 of those are currently unemployed, but they 
are being worked with on an individual basis.  Around half of that 40 are actually located in Perth.  It is of some 
interest to us that the figures on people who lost their jobs show that there was a greater proportion in the Perth 
metropolitan area than we had anticipated.  Obviously, for those people and their families, it is somewhat easier 
to find work, there being more jobs available in the metropolitan area.  I would point out, however, that the 
unemployment rate in Manjimup is less than the State average, and the impact on Manjimup has not always been 
as it has been portrayed. 
Mr B.J. Grylls:  Do you have the statistics about how many people have left the area? 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  No, I do not have those statistics, but I can find out for the member.  We opened an office 
in Manjimup right at the start of our policy implementation specifically to make sure there was a shopfront there 
to deal with people.  Every affected individual was offered a tailored plan.  All individuals were looked at from 
the point of view of retraining, redundancy benefits, re-allocation of their work if they needed it, and help into 
other businesses.  We have been very lucky in that many of those workers have in fact found jobs in the mining 
sector.  Members are quite right; we cannot simply say to timber workers that they can leave that industry and 
find a job in the tourism sector.  That is unrealistic.  We have been quite fortunate that quite a number of them 
have been able to go to the mining sector. 
We have been mindful of the effect on south west communities.  Extra moneys have been put into the various 
communities in that region.  A lot of work has been done with them to make sure that we can develop other 
industries and provide other avenues of employment.  I was heartened by the recent report commissioned by the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management from the Cooperative Research Centre for Sustainable 
Tourism.  The report shows that forests are valuable in attracting tourism.  Some $5 million in expenditure 
would have been forgone had we not stopped the logging of old-growth forests and were not protecting our 
forests.  Benefits are flowing into the south west region from the forests and the features that are already there, 
from protecting old-growth forests and from the facilities we are putting into new national parks.   
Management of these new areas is a priority.  From day one signs have been up, and the areas have been 
managed as though they are new national parks.  We have put in an additional $25 million just for the new 
national parks.  It has been spent on capital works and recurrent funding.  This year we have also put in 
$35.7 million for this financial year and over the forward estimates for capital works in national parks over the 
whole State.  It is the biggest injection of capital works funding that CALM has had.  We are already seeing the 
fruits of that.  Despite what the member for Dawesville said, new works are occurring in these new areas.  I have 
had the opportunity of inspecting many of them in different forest regions of the State.  They are very good, 
modern and in keeping with their environment.  They add considerably to the amenity of visitors.  I commend 
CALM for the design of these facilities and the way in which they have been carried out.  We can recommend to 
the member for Dawesville some places to visit.  My most recent visit was to Wellington National Park, where 
there are some excellent boardwalks protecting its features and leading to other facilities.   
The member for Merredin referred to the Auditor General’s report.  It is worth making some comments in 
response to him.  The Auditor General’s report has been quite a helpful document.  It has certainly been helpful 
to me and to CALM.  I have received a briefing from the people who did that report.  I specifically wanted to 
know about CALM and any improvements we need to make.  There is no doubt that fire can be incredibly 
devastating.  The member for Merredin’s reflection is right; a fire in stubble in the wheatbelt is very different 
from a fire in the forest.  The Auditor General’s comment that volunteers will not always have been exposed to 
horrendous forest fires is really pertinent.  I was somewhat surprised at the statistics to which the member also 
alluded.  They show that a large number of small fires are contained very quickly, which means that the people 
fighting fires do not always get experience of medium and large-sized fires.   
From the very beginning of my time as minister, I have been mindful of checking with CALM to ensure that 
there are good working relationships with volunteers and the Fire and Emergency Services.  I believe it is the 
case.  I have been informed of a number of occasions on weekends when CALM has assisted people fighting 
fires not on CALM land.  Of course, that will continue.  As a result of the Auditor General’s report, we are 
paying particular attention to communication.  It is important that it be seamless, because everyone fighting a fire 
must know precisely what is going on.  For some time in CALM we have been looking at our work force and 
instituting increased training.  We have also been making sure that people are fit for the tasks that they are 
required to carry out.   

As the Auditor General’s report has pointed out, it is of some concern to us that our work force, like that of many 
other public services, is ageing.  We are looking at what we will do with that work force and how we will make 
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sure that everyone capable of being involved is involved.  As a result of our reviews and the look back that we 
conduct at the end of each summer, we have been concerned about access to heavy equipment.  Last year an 
extra $3 million was put into CALM, some of which went to making sure that heavy equipment is on standby 
and that contracts mean that we get access to the equipment at short notice when it is needed.  This year an extra 
$3.6 million will go into CALM.  We will be getting extra staff and spreading the money more widely across the 
State, and making sure that we have access to that heavy equipment so that we can respond if necessary. 

There have been a number of reviews, which perhaps I might outline.  An internal review of fire was conducted 
in 2001 or 2002.  A fire symposium has been held.  After each season we have looked at what we need to do 
again.  The Environmental Protection Authority is currently carrying out a review on how CALM carries out its 
prescribed burning.  Of course, we have also had the Auditor General’s review.  All of that incrementally causes 
us to respond and react to make sure that we are ahead of the game as much as possible.  As we speak, training is 
going on in Bunbury for CALM and FESA personnel involved in fighting fires.   

The member for Dawesville made some comments about the need for excellence in facilities, which I endorse.  
The number of visitors to national parks continues to rise.  It has doubled in the past 10 years and is now up to 
nearly 11 million visitors a year.  People like national parks and they do visit them.  I cannot remember who it 
was, but a member said that we needed to promote these areas for tourism.  We are promoting these areas.  A 
large sum of money was allocated for implementing the protection of old-growth forests policy.  As part of that 
we recently gave money to the Tourism Commission to make sure it is promoting the forested areas and 
encouraging people to visit those areas.   

I thank members for their comments on this Bill and the other Bills that preceded it.  I thank them for their 
support.  Their concerns are well placed, but I believe we are taking them on board.  Particularly with regard to 
the comments on the Auditor General’s report and fire, work is going on to make sure that we incorporate those 
findings into our practices and achieve the best management we can. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Dr J.M. Edwards (Minister for the Environment), and transmitted to the 
Council. 
 


